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Christmas in England is a special time when families get
together. It is a very similar celebration to the Japanese New
Year. On Christmas morning families gather together and
give each other gifts. After the gifts have been shared the
Christmas lunch is prepared. In England we traditionally eat
turkey and ham and also many kinds of delicious vegetables
and roast potatoes. A lot of effort is made to make the meal

as special as possible.

In my family we usually have a meal of four courses. For our
starter we eat some kind of seafood with salad. Then we eat
the turkey and the vegetables, this is the main course. For
dessert we eat Christmas pudding. Christmas pudding is a
cake mixture with many sultanas and is cooked in brandy. We
normally eat this with a brandy cream sauce. For the fourth
course we eat many kinds of cheeses, from around Europe,
with crackers. The dinner usually lasts for two hours maybe
longer. It is a very special time where families can relax
together.

On Christmas Day the Queen makes a speech on television.
After this there is normally a new film on television. A
Christmas time our motto is "Eat, drink and be merry". This is
the theme of the day. In the evening my brother and I usually
go to a traditional English pub and meet our friends. We drink
and chat with friends about the days events.

This year I spent Christmas in Kyoto with my father. We
spent the day visiting the Kinkaku-i and imperial Palace. We
also went shopping. For lunch we ate in a traditional Japanese
restaurant. We ate sushi, udon, tempura and gyoza. We had a
very busy day visiting the beautiful temples and shrines in
Kyoto. Kyoto was very cold but very beautiful.

We had an excellent time there and my father enjoyed his
time in Japan. I was very happy to share my first Japanese
Christmas with him. My father was impressed by the
kindness of Japanese people. He enjoyed his Japanese
Christmas lunch very much. Christmas in Japan was very
different but just as enjoyable. I spent New Year in Tokyo with
my father and friends. I was also lucky enough to attend
Kaname Elementary School's mochi festival, which was lots of
fun. It was a great festive period and I enjoyed all I did very
much.

Christmas in Japan was very different but just as enjoyable.
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