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Kitaura’s motto is “Culture and Innovation.”
It,s an ambitious agenda for any town-especially
one the size of Kitaura-but I'm impressed by the
dedication with which your community has pur-
sued this agenda. In the past year, I have talked
to Kitaura residents from Southeast Asia, seen
musicians from Africa perform at the culture
center, and met representatives from your German

Sister City. It seems to me that as culture and

communication barriers break down, Kitaura is
keeping pace with rest of the world. And that S
: Y FmT ]
is wonderful.

I want to use this space to thank you for allowing me to be a part of Kitaura’s interna-
tionalization. You welcomed me into your community, showed me many unique aspects about

your culture, and made me feel at home.

Like my predecessor Lee Anne Heibert, I have
come to think of Kitaura as my Japanese hometown. A year has come and gone quickly, but
I have many fond memories that will always be with me.

As I approach my final days in Kitaura, I am discovering I really don’t know how to say
good-bye. Especially to the all of the genki, creative students tha I’ve met both at KJHS and
at various elementary schools. They truly made this experience what is was. All I can say
is good-bye, Kitaura, and I hope our paths will cross again.
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